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JFK’s Death in Dallas: 


Too Much Lies j 
Between the Lines 
In Warren Report 


. ' By Oliver Stone 

G IVEN NEWSDAY 1 S otherwise commen- 
dable coverage of my movie “JFK” and 
the issues surrounding the film about 
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
in November, 1963, 1 was surprised to see Robert 
W. Greene’s relentlessly lame-brained analysis of 
the film’s facts [Jan. 19]. 

To start with, Greene’s summary of the War- 
ren Commission’s version of the assassination is 
riddled with errors: 

• The commission said that 5.6 seconds was 
the most likely time span of the three shots, set- 
ting the minimum at 4.8 seconds and the maxi- 
mum at 7.9, depending on which of the shots 
missed. Greene simply tells us the time frame 
was a maximum of 7.1 to 7.9 seconds, a scenario 
that holds true only if the third shot missed, 
which the commission thought was unlikely. 

• While Greene says the commission estab- 
lished that a bullet struck Kennedy in the back, 
5% inches below his collar, this is false. The 
commission decided that a bullet struck Kenne- 
dy in the back of the neck, despite the fact that 
the autopsy photos showed a bullet hole below 
the shoulder blade. The misrepresentation of 
the location of the back wound was one of the 
commission’s most glaring lies and it was offi- 
cially corrected by the 
Rockefeller Commission 
on CIA Activities in 
1975. 

• The famous “magic” 
bullet (CE399) was not 
found on Texas Gov. 

John Connolly’s stretch- 
er. The Warren Commis- 
sion could not prove that . 

it came from his stretch- 
er, and, in fact, had very strong evidence that it 
came from the stretcher of another patient (who 
was unrelated to the shooting). Moreover, the 
commission was faced with the problem that 
none of the four people who handled the bullet 
when it was found at Parkland Memorial Hospi- 
tal in Dallas could later identify CE399 as the. 
bullet they had seen. All four — two Secret Ser- 
vice agents and two hospital staff members — 
claimed to have seen a pointed-tipped chrome 
bullet, not one that was blunt-nosed and copper- 
jacketed, 


Oswald’s Mannlicher-Carcano rifle, which did 
not include time to aim . . . v - \t 

'-'Also, the rifle’ tests were not the success 
Greene makes them out to be. The rifle was fired 
from an elevation only half as high as the build- 
ing’s sixth floor and at a stationary target — not 
a moving motorcade. And the rifleman took as 
much time as he needed for his first shot, unlike 
Oswald. There is no evidence in Oswald’s biog- 
raphy of his taking rifle practice after 1959, but 
the three test shooters were experts of Olympic 
stature. According to the Warren- Commission 
volumes, only one rifleman scored two out of 
three hits in under 6.6 seconds in any of the 
attempts. 

Greene also fails to note that the scope on Os- 
wald’s rifle was not aligned properly until the 
' FBI fixed it. Had the marksmen fired with Os- 
wald’s rifle in its NoV. 22, 1963, condition, they 
would never have hit the targets. 

Oswald was a bad shot, Oswald barely quali- 
fied as a Marine marksman — the lowest cate- 
gory _ in 1959, his last known rifle practice. 
There is absolutely no record of him practicing 
with the Mannlicher-Carcano or any other rifle 
for that matter in the time leading up to the 
assassination. Even though his wife, Marina, 
claims he practiced dry-loading at hotne, this 
would not prepare him to aim and shoot with the 
great precision the Dealey Plaza assassination 
required. 

• Oswald’s fingerprints on the rifle. Oswald’s 
fingerprints were never found on the Mann- 
licher-Carcano rifle by either the Dallas police or 
the FBI. The latter noted that the rifle was com- 
pletely devoid of prints of any kind. Oswald’s 
partial palm print found by the Dallas police on 
the underside of the 
disassembled rifle 
did not reach the 
FBI lab until sever- 
al days after the as- 
sassination. The 
FBI was puzzled 
that it could find no 
trace of the print on 
J - the rifle or any evi- 

dence that a palm 
print had ever been lifted from that area. Of 
course, Oswald’s prints were found on book car- 
tons on the sixth floor — he worked there filling 
book orders. 

The fibers allegedly from Oswald’s shirt that 
were found on the rifle are also highly problem- 
atic. As the Warren Commission Report noted, 
“There is no way to eliminate the possibility of 
the fibers having come from another identical 


‘The FBI was puzzled it 
could find no trace of 
the print on the rifle. ’ 


shirt.” 

The “magic bullet” Greene tells us that neu- 
jovnvKu. tron activation analysis showed that the bullet 

But the Warren Commission Report is aware that left fragments in Connally’s wrist was the 
of these gaps in the evidence. Accordingly its same bullet that was found “near Connally s 
writers used speculative language — “the stretcher. Not only Jb this not true, it is unpossi- 


weight of the evidence,” "this suggests,” “it is 
likely.” Greene takes their tentative terminol- 
ogy and changes it into flat-out assertions. 

As for Greene’s other “evidence”: 

The number of shots. Greene takes G. Robert 
Blakey, the former chief counsel to the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations, at his word 
when Blakey says that he thinks the probability 
of a fourth shot coming from the grassy knoll is 
“actually closer to 60 percent” than to the 95 
percent established by the scientists employed 
by the committee in 1978. In other words, Bla- 
key is dissociating himself from the findings of 


ble. The Warren Commission and the House 
committee couldn’t prove that the bullet that 
was found at Parkland Hospital had anything to 
do with the assassination. The bullet fragments 
the committee tested were only allegedly from 
Connally’s wrist — and they were definitely not 
the same fragments tested by the Warren Com- 
mission. Those had already vanished from the 
National Archives. Even more damaging to the 
government’s case, the total weight of the 
“original" wrist fragments (documented by the 
Warren Commission in 1964), plus the total 
weight of the "new" wrist fragments (discovered 


his own committee. Why doesn’t Greene point by the committee in 1978), exceed the total 

this out? And what is Blakey’s evidence for his weight missing from the magic bullet, making it 

claim? impossible that both sets of fragments are au- 

The time required to aim and fire the gun. thentic as the House committee claims. 

Greene claims that both the Warren Commis- Greene’s reporting to the contrary, the autop- 
sion and the House committee determined that ay did not conclude that the bullet passed 
it took 2.3 seconds to eject, load, aim and fire the through Kennedy’s neck. When Lt. Col. Pierre 
rifle Lee Harvey Oswald allegedly used to shoot Finck, a pathologist who participated in the au- 


the president from the Texas School Book De- 
pository Building. This claim is false. Both pan- 
els established a 2.3 second "recycling” time for 



Oliver Stone is the direc- 
tor of "JFK.” He won 
Academy Awards for his 
work on the films "Mid- 
night Express, ” “Bom on 
the 4th of July” and "Platoon. ” 


topsy at the Bethesda Naval Hospital, testified 
at the Clay Shaw trial in New Orleans, he ad- 
mitted that the military autopsists were under 
orders not to dissect the bullet track through the 
president’s neck. An important FBI document 
known as the Sibert-O’Neill Report — written 
by two FBI agents attending the autopsy — 
shows that the bullet that entered the presi- 
dent’s back went in only about two inches and 
did not exit through the neck. Another autopsy 
Continued on Page 36 







Who Calls the' Shots? 


'M&H : 

TheMovie Raises*! 

Many New Doubter f 


.VyS*’-?*- •'•' ' ' . ‘ 

'V‘ By Robert W. Greene f ‘ 

O LIVER STONE is a Hollywood huckster. : . 
He Bella illusion for a. living. Nothing 
wrong with that. But his hita have gone 
to hia head. He’s grown so pretentious he ped-V 
dlee hia fables aa fact and attacks those who dis- 
agree as “lame-brained.” - ' " • 

Take, for instance, hia movie “JFK,” wWch 
seeks to convince the American people — my\ ; 
grandchildren among them — that those who 
really run their government are so powerful that, 
they can murder presidents with impunity. 

■ No doubt about it. It is a quick-paced, exciting 
and provocative movie. It is also a package of 
hoary half-truths, assumptions, insinuations and 
distortions wrapped up as fact. Because Stoners 
illusion is so convincing, people believe in his 
movie. And they swallow the poison in his mes- 
sage. * ■ ■ -i 

There are many things about “JFK”, that 
make me suspicious of the truth of anything that 
Stone says. Here are two of them: 

■ First, as our good guy, he gives us Jim Garri- 
son, the former district ..attorney of New Or- 
leans. This is the yo-yo who used President John 
F. Kennedy’s killin g as the pretext for an orgy of 
prosecutorial gay-bashing. Garrison was literal- 
ly laughed out of court when he presented his 
case to a jury. Hia evidence was sleazy, disjointed 
and patently unbelievable. 

Second, in his movie, Stone has Gamson 
meeting in the 1960s with a "Col. X,” who tells 
him his investigation is on target. Stone now 
admits Garrison never met "Col. X” while inves- 
tigating the Kennedy assassination. Stone says 
it was he himself who met "Col. X” — identified 
as former Air Force Col. L. Fletcher Prouty — 
while he was scripting "JFK.” 

Stone axcusee this os “artistic, license.’ That 
• may be what they call such thingB in Hollywood. 

. On Long Island, where I come from, we call it 
lying. 

I don’t know whether there was a conspiracy 
to kill John F. Kennedy. I wish I did. I knew and 
liked him . I was on his brother’s staff. I stood in 
the rain at the White House door on that awful 
night when they brought the body home after 
the autopsy at Bethesda. I covered the creation 
of the Warren Commission. And I covered the 
Jim Garrison farce for more than a month in 
New Orleans. 

But I do know this. The most compelling evi- 
dence in the Kennedy case comes from two in- 
vestigative bodies operating more than 10 years 
apart. They are the Warren Commission, which 
found no conspiracy, and the House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations, which found a prob- 
able conspiracy. 

These groups did not rely on amateurs. 
They variously used the FBI, NASA, former 
New York City detectives and the nation’s top 
ballistics, photographic, pathology and engi- 
neering experts. 

The House committee considered much of 
Stone’s so-called evidence and discarded it. Both 
the. commission and the committee concluded 
that the shots that killed Kennedy and wounded 
then Texas Gov. John Connally were fired from 
a sixth-story window of the Texas School Book 
Depository. And they were fired by only one per- 
son — Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Unhappy with a critique I recently did of the 
so-called facts presented in “JFK,” Stone has 
written an outraged letter of protest. This litany 
of yelp is typical Stone, filled as it is with self- 
serving misquotes and distortions of both what I 


Robert W. Greene is as- 
sistant managing editor 
of Newsday. He was a 
staff investigator on Sen. 
Robert Kennedy’s rackets 
committee in 1957 and a senior irwestigator 
for the New York City Anti-Crime Commit- 
tee in 1950-55. His investigative teams won 
two Pulitzer prizes for Newsday. 




Detroit Free Pres* 

The "lone” gunman — Lee Harvey 
Oswald in Dallas, April, 1963. 

wrote and the conclusions reached by various 
investigating agencies. 

Timing of the shots. Nowhere dicHhe Warren 
Commission say, as Stone claims, that 6.6 sec- 
onds was the most likely time span between the 
three shots. It did set a minimum of 4.8 and a 
maximum of 7.9 seconds as the span between 
the first and third of what it concluded were 
three shots. Both the Warren Commission and 
the House committee said one of the three shots 
fired by Oswald missed. 

Based on this, the Warren Commission said 
Oswald had between 4.8 and 5.6 seconds to get 
ofT all three shots only if the shot that missed was 
his second shot. But, said the Commission, if he 
missed either the first or third shots, Oswald had 
a minimum of 7.1 to 7.9 seconds to fire three 
times. 

The Warren Commission said it was impossible 
to tell which of the shots missed. But the House 
committee later concluded it was the first shot. 
This would have given Oswald the 7.1 to 7.9 
seconds mentioned by the Warren Commission. 

Where the first bullet hit Kennedy. I never 
wrote, as Stone says, that the commission "es- 
tablished that a bullet struck the president in 
the back 5% inches below his collar.” I wrote 
that the commission said the bullet entered the 
president’s back "about 534 inches below the top 
of his shirt collar” and emerged from the bottom 
of hia neck. 

The commission, reporting on the autopsy, 
said: "... another bullet wound was observed 
near the base of the back of President’s Kenne- 
dy’s neck slightly to the right of his spine. . .’’At 
another point in its report, the commission re- 
ferred to "the bullet that hit President Kennedy 
in the back and exited through his throat ...” 

More than 10 years later, a team of nationally 
known forensic pathologists assembled by the 
House committee concluded by an eight-to-one 
vote that the path of the first bullet that went 
though Kennedy was essentially identical to that 
described by the Warren Commission. 

The pathologists concluded, "... one bullet 
. . . entered in the upper right of the back and 
exited from the front of the throat.” The pa- 
— Continued on Next Page 
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Fancy Footwork 
Can’t Cover Up 
Gaps in Report 
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' Continued from Page 34 .. / ... . 

doctor, Cmdr. “J” Thornton Boswell, confirmed this in 
an interview with independent researcher Josiah 
Thompson in 1967: ..•••»• 

-The Zap ruder film and the president’s backward 
head snap. The House committee’s medical panel ex- * 
plained that the backward snap of the president’s head 
— normally consistent with a shot from the front and 
inconsistent with a shot from the rear — was the result 
of a "massive neuromuscular reaction." Such a muscle 
reaction, however, only takes place when there is dam- 
age to a major coordinating center of the brain. The 
damage shown by the X-rays in the president’s autopsy 
report is to the right cerebral hemisphere, which is not 
a neuromuscular coordinating center and not capable 
of causing a neuromuscular reaction. 

The autopsy was controlled by the military. While 
Greene does not dispute this (which is well document- 
ed), he fails to grasp the crucial point made in the movie 
“JFK” during autopsy doctor Pierre Finck’s testimony 
at the Clay Shaw trial. Finck states that the doctors 
were ordered not to dissect the path of the bullet 
through the president’s back, which order was later 
corroborated by technicians present at the autopsy. 
Given that the superior officers had no pathology cre- 
dentials, it is clear that the autopsy, if not rigged, was 



AP Photo 

The president and first lady ride in the 
fateful motorcade, Nov. 22, 1963. 



Warner Bros., Inc. 


Kevin Costner, as New Orleans DA Jim Garrison, in Oliver Stone's "JFK.". 


an undeniably compro- 
mised affair. 

Kennedy’s brain is 
missing. It is absolutely 
not true that the brain 
had been fully examined 
prior to its disappear- 
ance. The brain had' 
been put in formalin, a 
fixing solution, so that it 
would be easier to exam- 
ine after it set. The 
brain was never sec- 
tioned; thus, we don’t 
know the bullet’s path 
through the brain. 

The grassy knoll wit- 
nesses. The Warren, 

Commission did take : 
the testimony of about 
20 witnesses who 
claimed they heard 
shots coming from the 
passy knoll overlook- . 
ing Dealey Plaza, but it 
also had the sherifFs de- 
partment, FBI and Se- 
cret Service affadavits 
of another 130 people 
who cited the knoll as the source of the shots. In never 
following up on these statements, the commission nev- 
er was able to explore the possibility that some of these 
witnesses — among them Secret Service agents, war 
veterans, expert hunters, policemen and sheriffs — 
might have been correct about the direction of the 
shots. 

Secret Service "imposters" on the grassy knoll. 
Greene notes that one Dallas policeman reported en- 
countering a man with Secret Service credentials on 
the knoll after the shooting. In fact, there were several 
policemen who reported having similar encounters, 
and several more people in Dealey Plaza, including Lee 
Harvey Oswald, who reported running into men show- 
ing them "Secret Service credentials." This issue has 
never been resolved. 

Someone had to have fired from the grassy knoll. In 
what ranks with the most ludicrous of conspiracy the- 
ories, former Chief Counsel Blakey says that he thinks 
the grassy knoll shooter — if in fact he exists — was' 
there to kill Oswald. There is no evidence of this and, 
typically, Greene does not ask him to substantiate his 
claim; he simply prints it. A clear shot from the grassy 
knoll to the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building 
is all but impossible — the knoll is behind trees, the 
depository window is behind trees and at a difficult 
height and angle for a shooter from the knoll. In short, 
there is no line of sight. 

Garrison’s case against New Orleans businessman 
Clay Shaw. Greene says that New Orleans District 
Attorney Jim Garrison (unlike the character in the 
movie) made no claims about a plot by the military- 
industrial complex to kill the president but instead 
"merely hinted" at a plot by homosexuals and anti- 
Castro Cubans. Garrison’s court case focused on de- 
stroying the Warren Commission’s no-conspiracy hy- 
pothesis and establishing Clay Shaw’s ties to David 


Ferrie, Lee Oswald and U.S. intelligence. But Garrison 
did bring out the larger picture of the assassination — 
i.e., the military-industrial complex — in his summa- 
tion speech, as well as in a 1968 Playboy interview and 
a prime-time reply to a 1968 NBC program. 

Former CIA Director Richard Helms’ statements 
on Clay Shaw. In "JFK," the epilogue says only that 
Shaw was a CIA contact, not that he was a contract 
agent. 

Garrison’s work did give credibility to the conspir- 
acy theory. Blakey claims that the House committee 
felt that the Garrison investigation was a "fraud." But 
a quick look at the committee’s material — which 
apparently neither Blakey nor Greene availed himself 
of — proves otherwise. The committee followed many 
of Garrison’s leads in New Orleans and took testimony 
from many of his sources and witnesses. More often 
than not, they were found to be quite credible. It is far 
more truthful to say that the House investigation con- 
firmed Garrison’s case for conspiracy. In its final re- 
port, the committee "candidly acknowledged that it 
could not explain Oswald’s associations with anti-Cas- 
tro Cubans in (New Orleans]” and it found “an associ- 
ation of an undetermined nature between Ferrie, Os- 
wald and Shaw less than three months before the 
assassination." 

For a seasoned Newsday editor, Greene’s perfor- 
mance is puzzling. Not only is his analysis faulty, 
he doesn’t quote accurately from government docu- 
ments or properly question his sources. If we don't 
ascribe it to ineptitude, one is left with the dis- 
turbing thought that Greene approached the article 
with considerable and unconscionable bias, assum- 
ing from the start that a "Hollywood" filmmaker 
can’t be historically truthful. But what we’re actu- 
ally seeing in this case is that it’s the journalist 
who can’t get the facta straight. 


Stone’s Movie Takes Artistic License Too Far 


— Continued, from Preceding Page 

thologists also agreed with the Warren Commission 

that this bullet then went though Gov. John Connally. 

Whither the "magic bullet?” Another Stone mis- 
quote. I never wrote, as Stone infers, that the bullet 
that went through both Kennedy and Connally was 
"found on Gov. Connally’s stretcher.” 

I wrote: "The bu llet that went through Kennedy and 
Connally was recovered after it dropped from a vacated 
hospital stretcher on which Connally had been lying 
earlier ..." This was what the Warren Commission 
found. And this is what the House committee found. 
Warren Commission firearms experts said the bullet 
that fell from the stetcher had been fired from Os- 
wald’s rifle. House firearms experts reached the same 
conclusion. And neutron activation analysis by House 
experts found it "highly likely" that the stretcher bul- 
let (CE399) and the bullet fragments removed from 
Gov. Connally’s wrist came from the same bullet. 

Time to aim and fire. The Warren Commission Re- 
port does not say, as Stone claims, that it took a mini- 
mum of 2.3-seconds for Oswald to recycle his rifle 
between shots “ which did not include time to aim.” 
The commission report says, "Tests of the assassin’s 
rifle disclosed that at least 2.3 seconds were required 
between shots.” At another point, the commission re- 
port says: "If either the first or third shots missed, then 
a minimum of 2.3 seconds (neccessary to operate the 
rifle) must be added to the time span of the shots which 


hit . ... ” And the House Committee said Warren 
Commission tests had found the "average minimum 
firing time between shots was 2.3 seconds. ’’The House 
committee added: “The tests for the Warren Commis- 
sion, however, were based on an assumption that Os- 
wald used the telescopic sight on the rifle." 

No matter how Mr. Stone reads it, the commission is 
talking about the time required between shots, which 
includes aiming through the telescopic sight. The 
House committee goes further. It says its experts were 
able to get off two shots in 1.66 seconds from a rifle of 
the same make by ignoring the telescopic sight and 
using only the rifle’s built-in iron sight. 

I’m not a ballistics expert. Neither is Stone. Both the 
Warren Commission and the House committee used 
some of the nation’s top ballistic experts in their inves- 
tigations. All concurred that Oswald’s rifle was capable 
of hitting the president within the allotted time spans. 
They also said that the misaligned telescopic sight, 
which I mentioned in my story, would have made it 
even easier for Oswald to hit the president because it 
compensated for his downward shooting angle. 

As for Stone’s drivel about Oswald being a bad shot, I 
can only suggest he tell it to the Marines. 

While in the Marine Corps, Oswald qualified on the 
rifle range as a sharpshooter and marksman. At the 
request of the Warren Commission, Oswald’s shooting 
proficiency records were reviewed by Marine Corps 
Master Sgt. James A. Zahm, noncommissioned officer 


in charge of the Marksmanship Training Unit in the 
Weapons Training Battalion of the Marine Corps 
School in Quantico, Va. 

This is Sgt. Zahm’s sworn testimony before the War- 
ren Commission: "I would say in the Marine Corps he 
[Oswald] is a good shot, slightly above average, and as 
compared to the average male of his age, throughout 
the civilian, throughout the United States, that he is an 
excellent shot.” 

More "magic bullet.’’ As mentioned earlier, and con- 
trary to Stone’s claim, ballistics experts for both the 
Warren Commission and the House committee said the 
bullet found near the stretcher at Parkland Hospital 
had been fired from Oswald’s rifle. And House experts 
used neutron analysis to show that it was "most likely” 
that the slivers found in Connally’s wrist were from 
that bullet. G. Robert Blakey, former counsel to the 
House committee, tells Newsday that the bullet and 
slivers checked by his experts are identical to those 
examined by the Warren Commission and that Stone’s 
claims to the contrary are nonsense. 

Autopsy. Stone blithers when he says the autopsy 
did not conclude that the bullet passed through Kenne- 
dy’s neck 

The following is a quote from the conclusion of the 
official autopsy protocol on John F. Kennedy written 
by Navy Commanders J. J. Humes and "J” Thornton 
Boswell, and Lt. Col Pierre A. Finck, MC, USA: 
— Continued on Next Page 



